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As a final note on this, you can construct a stem-and-leaf display in any way you want, depending on 

how many stems you use. For example, you could use two stems for each digit. This would stretch the 

distribution, and would allow you to distinguish between, say, values ranging from 50 to 54 and from 

55 to 59. On the other hand, you can provide less detail for complex data if you want. It really does 

depend on what you want to show. It is quite simple to get one on SPSS, but the results are a little more 

complex than the simple one I created by hand. Figure 4.12 shows the basic steps. Select Analyze → 

Descriptive Statistics → Explore and the Explore dialog box will appear as shown. I have moved the ‘Test 

Result’ variable already into the ‘Dependent List’ box, which tells SPSS I want to work with it. Make sure 

Figure 4.12
Stem-and-
Leaf Displays 
Using SPSS

Test Result Stem-and-Leaf Plot

 Frequency    Stem &  Leaf

     2.00 Extremes    (=<26)
     1.00        3 .  9
     2.00        4 .  13
     1.00        4 .  5
    13.00        5 .  0022233444444
     9.00        5 .  555777888
     7.00        6 .  1223334
     8.00        6 .  55567889
     2.00        7 .  04
     2.00        7 .  69
     2.00        8 .  00
     1.00 Extremes    (>=100)

 Stem width:     10.00
 Each leaf:       1 case(s)

Resulting output in 
the Output Viewer
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